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In  the  present  confused  state  of  foreign  affirs  changes 
are  constantly  occurring,  and  this  must  be  borne  in  mind  in 
the  interpretation  and  use  of  the  material  contained  in 
any  of  the  booklets  of  this  series.  The  data  have  been 
checked  and  approved  by  the  administrative  secretaries 
and  are  regarded  as  approximately  accurate  as  of  May, 
1941.  Sources  of  information  include  the  Handbook  of 
Methodist  Missions  (prepared  in  mimeograph  form  for 
office  use  by  the  Foreign  Divisions  in  1940),  Year  Book 
of  The  Board  of  Missions  of  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  1940,,  The  Church  and  The  Woi'ld  Parish, 
by  Elmer  T.  Clark,  World  Almanac;  1941,  the  various 
standard  encyclopedias,  missionary  histories  and  atlases, 
and  the  records  and  correspondence  of  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions and  Church  Extension  of  The  Methodist  Church. 
Church  statistics  are  from  the  Minutes  of  The  Annual 
Conferences  and  are  for  1939-40  unless  otherwise  stated. 
“F”  or  an  asterisk  (*)  before  or  after  the  name  of  a 
missionary  means  “On  furlough.”  “SF”  means  “Special 
furlough.” 


ARGENTINA 

From  the  discovery  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  in  1516  and  the 
founding  of  Buenos  Aires  in  1536,  until  1810  Spain  was 
supreme  in  South  America.  In  1816  Argentina  declared  its 
independence.  In  1853  a stable  government  was  established 
with  a constitution  which  closely  follows  that  of  the  United 
States.  The  country  is  composed  of  fourteen  provinces, 
ten  territories,  and  a Federal  District.  One  province,  San 
Juan,  has  enfranchised  women. 

The  country  covers  1,029,965  square  miles.  Much  of  this 
area  lies  further  south  than  the  southernmost  point  of 
Africa.  The  southernmost  islands  are  in  the  polar  zone, 
while  the  northern  end  extends  into  the  tropics.  The  coast 
line  is  about  1,600  miles  in  length.  On  the  west  the  Andes 
Mountains  lie  between  Argentina  and  Chile. 

There  was  an  estimated  population  in  1938  of  12,760,880. 
Few  of  the  people  have  either  Indian  or  Negro  blood,  for 
the  Indians  were  nearly  exterminated  and  few  Negroes  were 
brought  in.  European  birth  or  descent  characterize  prac- 
tically all  the  population.  Among  the  immigrants,  the 
Italians  are  most  numerous  and  Spaniards  rank  second. 

Primary  education  is  free  and  compulsory;  nevertheless, 
in  the  open  country,  with  sparse  population  and  long  dis- 
tances, schools  are  few.  Primary  schools  numbered  (1937) 
13,036  with  an  enrollment  of  1,543,317 ; secondary,  normal 
and  special  schools  numbered  605,  with  an  enrollment  of 
98,302  pupils.  National  universities  exist  at  Cordoba 
(founded  in  1572,  sixty-four  years  before  the  founding  of 
Harvard),  Buenos  Aires,  La  Plata,  Tucuman,  and  Santa  Fe 
and  have  a total  enrollment  of  27,885.  In  education  Argen- 
tina leads  Latin  America.  French  culture  is  the  outstanding 
foreign  influence  and  French  literature  is  the  most  widely 
read. 

Buenos  Aires,  capital  of  the  Republic,  has  a population  of 
2,317,755.  It  is  the  largest  city  in  the  whole  southern  hemis- 
phere and  the  sixth  city  of  the  world. 


Religion 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  has  state  support  and  both 
President  and  Vice-President  must  belong  to  that  faith. 
The  State  nominates  the  archbishop  and  the  bishops,  sub- 
ject to  ratification  by  the  Vatican.  As  a rule,  nursing  in 
the  public  hospitals  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy. 
Other  creeds  are  tolerated  and  freedom  of  conscience  is 
legally  guaranteed.  Civil  marriage  was  established  in  1888. 
Exotic  religions  seem  to  be  increasing  in  number  and  in  fol- 
lowing. 

Methodist  Beginnings 

First  exploration  of  the  field  was  in  1835  by  Rev.  Foun- 
tain E.  Pitts,  who  visited  the  coast  cities  of  Brazil,  Uruguay, 
and  Argentina.  The  first  Methodist  missionaries  actually 
to  serve  as  such  were  Rev.  Justin  Spaulding  and  Rev.  John 
Dempster,  who  arrived  in  1836.  After  five  years  the  work 
closed  because  of  revolutionary  conditions  in  Argentina  and 
a much  depleted  treasury  at  home. 

Work  was  reopened  by  Rev.  William  H.  Norris  in  Decem- 
ber, 1842.  Preaching  in  Spanish  was  begun  by  Rev.  John 
F.  Thomson  in  1867.  In  1877  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Wood  started 
El  Evayigelista,  said  to  be  the  first  Protestant  periodical  in 
the  Spanish-speaking  world.  The  South  America  Annual 
Conference  was  organized  in  1893.  The  Pacific  coast  sec- 
tions were  set  off  in  1897  as  the  Western  South  America 
Mission  Conference.  In  1908  the  name  of  the  older  organi- 
zation was  changed  to  Eastern  South  America  Conference. 
This  conference  continues  and  includes  both  the  Argentine 
Republic  and  Uruguay. 

Work  of  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  in  Ar- 
gentina was  begun  in  1874  in  Rosario  by  Miss  Jennie  M. 
Chapin  and  Miss  Lou  B.  Demming,  an  appeal  to  the  Society 
for  help  having  been  made  by  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Wood,  then 
of  Rosario,  in  1870.  The  year  following  the  arrival  in 
Argentina  of  the  two  women  distinctive  work  for  women 
was  begun  and  a school  for  girls  was  started. 
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Institutions 


Buenos  Aires 
Boca  Mission 

Union  Theological  Seminary 
Training  School  for  Christian 
Workers 
Ward  College 

Methodist  Publishing  House 


Union  American  Grammar  and 
High  Schools 
Mercedes 

Evangelical  Orphanage  and 
Agricultural  School 
Rosario 

Colegio  Norte  Americano 


Missionaries 


Buenos  Aires 

Dr.  F.  Aden,  Principal  Ward 
College 

Mrs.  Fred  Aden,  Ward  College 

Dr.  S.  Paul  Maddock,  American 
Grammar  School,  Ward  Col- 
lege 

Mrs.  S.  Paul  Maddock,  Ameri- 
can Grammar  School,  Ward 
College 

Rev.  B.  Poster  Stockwell,  Prin- 
cipal Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary (F) 

Mrs.  B.  Foster  Stockwell,  Union 
Theological  Seminary  (F) 

Rev.  Basil  R.  Truscott,  Pastor, 
Lomas  Church 


Mrs.  Basil  R.  Truscott,  Lomas 
Church 

Rev.  Arthur  F.  Wesley,  Mission 
Treasurer,  Head  of  Boca 
Mission 

Mrs.  Arthur  F.  Wesley,  Evan- 
gelistic Work 

Dr.  Rhoda  C.  Edmeston,  Train- 
ing School  for  Christian 
Workers 

Miss  Lena  Knapp,  Training 
School  for  Christian  Workers 
Rosario 

Miss  Katherine  M.  Donahue, 
Colegio  Notre  Americano 

Miss  Olive  I.  Givin,  Colegio 
Norte  Americano 
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URUGUAY 

Formerly  a part  of  the  Spanish  Viceroyalty  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  for  two  short  periods  annexed  to  the  Argentine  Con- 
federation, and  for  a time  a province  of  Brazil,  Uruguay 
achieved  its  independence  in  1828.  Three  constitutions 
have  been  in  force : those  of  1830,  1919,  and  1934.  That  of 
1919  separated  Church  and  State,  declared  all  religions  equal 
before  the  law,  and  introduced  universal  suffrage  for  liter- 
ate males.  That  of  1934  granted  votes  to  women.  Because 
of  its  advanced  and  sometimes  daring  legislation,  the  coun- 
try is  the  social  laboratory  of  South  American  Republics. 

Smallest  of  the  South  American  republics,  Uruguay  has 
72,153  square  miles,  and  a population,  practically  all  of  Eu- 
ropean stock,  of  2,093,331.  In  1800  it  had  only  a few  peo- 
ple. Most  of  the  Indians  were  exterminated  and  people 
with  Negro  blood  are  found  mostly  near  the  Brazilian  bor- 
der. 

Primary  education  is  compulsory  and  all  grades  are  free. 
In  1937,  1,452  public  schools  had  178,545  pupils;  private 
schools  (172)  had  25,071  pupils;  secondary  school  enroll- 
ment was  13,458.  The  University  of  the  Republic,  at  Mon- 
tevideo, founded  in  1849,  had  17,122  students  in  1936. 

Religion 

State  and  church  are  separated  and  there  is  complete  re- 
ligious liberty,  but  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  Ro- 
man Catholics.  The  constitution  of  1934  recognizes  all 
church  properties  built  or  aided  from  the  national  exchequer 
as  belonging  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Methodist  Beginnings 

A visit  to  Montevideo  was  made  in  1835  by  Rev.  Fountain 
E.  Pitts  of  the  Tennessee  Conference,  and  in  1838  there  was 
a visit  by  Rev.  John  Dempster.  Mr.  Pitts  was  on  a trip  of 
exploration  to  South  America,  and  Mr.  Dempster  was  un- 
der appointment  for  work  in  Buenos  Aires.  Rev.  William 
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H.  Norris,  the  first  Methodist  missionary  appointed  to  work 
in  Uruguay,  reached  Montevideo  in  1839.  He  was  later  sent 
to  Buenos  Aires,  and  work  in  Uruguay  was  closed  until  Rev. 
John  F.  Thomson  arrived  in  1870. 

In  1876,  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Wood  was  transferred  from  Rosa- 
rio, Argentina,  to  Montevideo,  and  in  1878,  under  his  ap- 
peal and  on  his  recommendation,  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Mis- 
sioary  Society  appointed  Miss  Cecelia  Elena  Guelfi,  an  Ar- 
gentinian of  Italian  parentage,  to  Montevideo.  She  was  the 
first  foreign-born  missionary  of  the  Society. 

Uruguay  is  a district  of  Eastern  South  America  Confer- 
ence, most  of  which  is  in  Argentina. 


Institutions 


Montevideo 

Crandon  Institute — Kindergar- 
ten through  high  school;  co- 
educational in  lower  grades; 
boarding  for  girls;  Spanish 


and  English  teaching;  en- 
rollment 511. 

Friendship  House — Social  set- 
tlement in  the  Cerro,  or  pack- 
ing house  district. 


Missionaries 


Montevideo 

Rev.  James  T.  Legg,  Pastor, 
English  Speaking  Church 
Mrs.  James  T.  Legg,  English 
Speaking  Church 
Rev.  Earl  M.  Smith,  Friendship 
House 

Mrs.  Earl  M.  Smith,  Friendship 
House 


Miss  Angeline  Craft,  Crandon 
Institute 

Miss  Marion  L.  Derby,  Cran- 
don Institute  (F) 

Miss  Lena  M.  Hoerner,  Cran- 
don Institute 

Miss  Jennie  Reid,  Crandon  In- 
stitute 

Miss  Viola  R.  Weight,  Crandon 
Institute 


Status  of  the  Church  (1938) 

Eastern  South  American  Conference,  including  both  Argentina  and 


Uruguay. 

Full  members 

5,315 

Value  

$179,655 

Preparatory  members 

l’323 

Value  of  other  property 

Pastoral  charges  .... 

54 

and  assets  

$89,958 

Local  preachers  

81 

Church  Schools  

93 

Church  buildings  .... 

71 

Enrollment 

5,768 

Value  

. $994,629 

Ordained  ministers  ... 

42 

Parsonages  

40 

Missionaries  

21 
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